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Colorado Climate in PerspectiveColorado Climate in Perspective

Strasburg, Colo, Photo by Ian Wittmeyer
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Colorado Average Annual PrecipitationColorado Average Annual Precipitation



4

II--70 Transect average monthly precipitation 70 Transect average monthly precipitation 

Water Year Average Precipitation for Selected Stations
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Selected Colorado Average Precipitation SitesSelected Colorado Average Precipitation Sites

Average Monthly Precipitation (1971-2000 Averages) for Selected Stations
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A few things to remember:A few things to remember:

---- Precipitation is Highly Variable Precipitation is Highly Variable 

---- A few storms contribute a large A few storms contribute a large 
percentage of annual precipitationpercentage of annual precipitation

---- When those storms are not present, When those storms are not present, 
drought emerges quicklydrought emerges quickly
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Rocky Ford Precipitation Rocky Ford Precipitation 

Rocky Ford Annual Precipitation
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Fort CollinsFort Collins

Fort Collins Annual Precipitation

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

18
80

18
85

18
90

18
95

19
00

19
05

19
10

19
15

19
20

19
25

19
30

19
35

19
40

19
45

19
50

19
55

19
60

19
65

19
70

19
75

19
80

19
85

19
90

19
95

20
00

20
05

20
10

Pr
ec

ip
ita

tio
n 

(in
ch

es
)



9

33--Month SPIMonth SPI

Fraction of Colorado in Drought 
Based on 3 month SPI

(1890 - Feb 2007)
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4848--Month SPIMonth SPI

Fraction of Colorado in Drought 
Based on 48 month SPI

(1890 - Feb 2007)
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Can you remember the past few years?Can you remember the past few years?
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1999 Water Year Precipitation1999 Water Year Precipitation
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Sept 1999 Drought Monitor MapSept 1999 Drought Monitor Map
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2000 Water Year Precipitation 2000 Water Year Precipitation 
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October 2000 Drought Monitor MapOctober 2000 Drought Monitor Map
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2001 Water Year Precipitation 2001 Water Year Precipitation 
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October 2001 Drought Monitor MapOctober 2001 Drought Monitor Map



18

2002 Water Year Precipitation 2002 Water Year Precipitation 
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October 2002 Drought Monitor MapOctober 2002 Drought Monitor Map
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2003 Water Year Precipitation 2003 Water Year Precipitation 
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September 2003 Drought Monitor MapSeptember 2003 Drought Monitor Map
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2004 Water Year Precipitation2004 Water Year Precipitation



23

September 2004 Drought Monitor MapSeptember 2004 Drought Monitor Map
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2005 Water Year Precipitation2005 Water Year Precipitation
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October 2005 Drought Monitor MapOctober 2005 Drought Monitor Map
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Water Year 2006 precipitation as a percent of average (Prism)Water Year 2006 precipitation as a percent of average (Prism)
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Water Year 2006 precipitation as a percent of the 1971Water Year 2006 precipitation as a percent of the 1971--2000 average2000 average
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A closer look at the past yearA closer look at the past year
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WY2006 Temperature Departures WY2006 Temperature Departures 

Temperature Departures for Water Year 2006
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WY2007 Temperature DeparturesWY2007 Temperature Departures

Water Year 2007 Temperature Departures
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AprilApril--June 2006 DroughtJune 2006 Drought
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JulyJuly--October 2006 October 2006 
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Winter Precipitation (DecWinter Precipitation (Dec--Feb)Feb)

• Prism map 
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Water Year 2007 (October Water Year 2007 (October –– March) to DateMarch) to Date
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Water Year 2007 (October Water Year 2007 (October –– March)March)

Colorado
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What Comes Next?What Comes Next?
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Multivariate ENSO Index (MEI)Multivariate ENSO Index (MEI)

http://www.cdc.noaa.gov/people/klaus.wolter/MEI/

Last update: April 5, 2007
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El Nino ForecastEl Nino Forecast

http://www.cdc.noaa.gov/people/klaus.wolter/SWcasts/
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AprApr--Jun TemperatureJun Temperature
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AprApr--Jun PrecipitationJun Precipitation



42

JulJul--Sep TemperatureSep Temperature
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JulJul--Sep PrecipitationSep Precipitation
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OctOct--Dec TemperaturesDec Temperatures
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OctOct--Dec PrecipitationDec Precipitation
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Working together to monitor droughtWorking together to monitor drought ----

Join Join CoCoRaHSCoCoRaHS! ! 

http://www.cocorahs.org
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CoCoRaHSCoCoRaHS
Community Collaborative Rain, Hail, and Snow NetworkCommunity Collaborative Rain, Hail, and Snow Network

http://www.cocorahs.org

Support for this project provided by NOAA Office of 
Educations and many local charter sponsors.
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CoCoRaHSCoCoRaHS Precipitation for Apr 13, 2007Precipitation for Apr 13, 2007
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Colorado Climate CenterColorado Climate Center
Colorado State UniversityColorado State University

•• Data and Power Point Presentations Data and Power Point Presentations 
available for downloadingavailable for downloading

•• http://ccc.atmos.colostate.eduhttp://ccc.atmos.colostate.edu
click on click on ““DroughtDrought””
then click on then click on ““PresentationsPresentations””


